Geriatric medicine: model for computer-oriented research analysis.
It is important to have accurate information derived from basic data about geriatric patients, not only for clinical management but to anticipate changes in the demand for services and the taking of preventive action. A model is presented for computer-oriented analysis. The collection of data is designed to cover the specific physical, physiologic and social needs of the patients both in the hospital and in the community. It must also support effective action about these needs which involve not only usage of existing facilities but the planning of preventive measures and adjustment of the provision for care. In addition, it must support clinical research when necessary. Geriatric records have specific problems, not only those of the patient's identity and clinical data but also the maintenance of psychologic and social information so that the requirements for long-term care can be assessed. This type of record facilitates comparison between groups of patients and allows measurement of inter-hospital performance relating to medical care and the planning of social programs in the community. Such records furnish the background of a more detailed statistical analysis for indicating the direction of national policy. By this means the prevalence of medical, psychologic and social demand can be studied and various preventive actions taken, including the monitoring of geriatric facilities.